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Sir, >

This should be a day of hope and promisa for Canadian nationhood and Canadian freedom. In your distinguished carser a3 Prime Min.
ister of Canada you have always cherished the idea of Canada's grawth as a free nation. Throughout your public life your professed aim
has beon to build a Canadian nation in which the British liberties, so ably dafended by our Canadian forbears, would aver give us strength.

. Yet this, the 79th anniversary of our nation’s birth and the firt since the end of & war fought for our freedom, is very nearly a day of
shame. For things have been done this year, by the government over which you preside, which have brought Canada into ill-repute snd
tarnished her heritage,

Your governmant has by executive action swopt 2sido the moal sacred rights of citizens. The established legal nafeguards of the liberties
 of the citizen have boon overriden by Orders in Council, passed in secret and acted upon in secrot.  Your government has authorized its officiala
" to seize, and forcibly detain for as long as they wished, any person they wishad, without showing any cause other than your order, without
+ charging them with any offence, withaut tying them by dus pracess of Iaw. Your government hins given authority for men and women ta be

interrogated in any way and under any condition that a ber of your g t thought co! ient; and under this authotity men and

E wothen have beon inter tod egainst established law, and ngainst atablished law have been swom to sacrecy so they could not report the

manner of their interrogation. Your government has ack up a special Commiusion which has compelled men and women to speak without sid'

or logal counsel dnd without knowing their rights. Your government smpowered this Comminion to issue reports, and it did issue reports,

which your government published, condamning the men and women whom it had by your autherity unlawfully questioned, before they hed
been charged or given a hearing in open court.  All this is foreign to our whole tradition. . :

You know that many of thé neople’s representatives in the House of Commons, and many eminent and humble prople in the country

have denounced thess things since First they became known a faw months ago. Bul we cannot think that you renlize all the harm that has

* bean done.  Already sufficient news of this affair hes been puhlished in Great Britain and the United States to bring into disrepute not only -
| the Canadian gavernment, but Canada. The people of Canada do not want to be held in pt by other nati B
ir We arc,_tl,\nn,fo:;._ adidresing soms guestions Lo you, questi ayvhich the peopla of Canada require anawers. -
- What texson can you give the neopla of Canada for having authorized by two Orders in Council the denial of the vital rights guaranteed ! e JL .

by Magna Carts, the Patition of Right, the Haboos Corpus Act and the whole tradition of British snd Canadisn t?ﬂ You hive said that you
hiought it yb id of & widespread copapiracy had falleit into your hands. Was not the great etition of Right enscted by
the British Parlinment to prevent an overbearing gover t from claiming just such for arbitrary suspension of established rights?

Besides, if you had evidence of such & grave conspiracy in Saptamber of 1945, why were thess people, who were seized in Fobruary
of 1946, allowed to continue in their positions of trust in the civil service from September to Febrftary? It would have baen easy fo arrest and
chargs in September any who were suspected, and to let the courts: decido their guilt or innocence by due process of law. We have alweys
thought, and do atill think,-that that is what the courts are for. “The.whole iden of a special Codhmiasion with unlimited power to go boyond
the Iaw is doubly ropugnant when it appesrs, as now it hegins te , that the C. insion fodud e evidence that was not nlready in your
- possassion in September, For now it seems as if tha purpose of the Commission had been to intimdate those whom it was examining. If this \

SN

wiaa not the intention when the Commission was set up, why were the C: s given unlimited power to go beyond the law? !
You said on March 18 that the Comminsion bofare asking for theidstention of anyone “had made perfectly cortain that the perspns
» - whom they were miking should be apprehended were persons whom, upon the evidence before them, thoy felt justified in asking sh be .
detained.” Yet in tha case of one of these p there was cortainly ne propet evidence, for the charges against him were Intar ai:myca& in i 3
i, the magistrate's court, . - |
v Haw can you account to the people of Canade for your action in fublishing the reparts of the Kellock-Taschereau Commission in which,
ont the basls of spcret interrogation, and with no provision against false {nterpretation of the evidence by the Commissioners, thirteen people .
‘ware in effect declared quilty of eertain nf_fnnu: before they had been charged or allowed to appear in court? How could anyone have u fair CTI
* ~irinl aftér that? - . : . ) -
' How ¢an you account ta the peoplo pf Canedn for your action injallowing the Kelock-Tnacherenu Commission to continus_in’ exist-
~.enee?, Ta ot thg Commiasion acting in conternpt-of court, by cumpe_lh'.qg.peoplé to answer its questions on moatters befare the courts? .
T W can you account to the people of Cannda for what you have dono to the reputstion and stay ding of our Sup Court? You ex-
. Jained on March 18 {hat you chose as Commiaiionens two men whe wore fudgoes of the Suprime Court becayso you were anxious that the
*; Iibortyof thersubject should he protected and thit justics and justice-odly shoy o.done. To protect the barty of the sbject, you asked two
.| ud ighest:pouct in, the counfry to acquiesca int denying sl ¢ aléiiabliahed judiciel pidceguss which protect the liberty of the subjecty -
| snd/tHe 40:[ - By thin-tra  Jutice thestanding of the Sugrame Colut lias baen greatly damnged. And how will the Suprénie Cdil
- J Inito give falfydgment on-any ag als i!'l'_;-?mnybe sont o it fror athey courts-when twn_:-‘_of!iu miembers have 9’35‘!‘1.8‘0;4'.'h§3?!!9!?‘
S :_."Mﬁsp*}mw{:ﬁa‘od Yourself, evari withiin: the list firtnight,-érhavingleariisd-forwanid the taditiois af your grandfatherf Williin Tyon -
Mackenzio, in strengthening responsible gover tand p 1 liber_i_y&_indh bringing Canade to full nationhood, What you have done,
. and what you have allowed to be done, this vear, hns reversed that tradj ‘i?n. B ,
.o ‘The harm that Im_a i:ua.: o cafinot all be undone.  But thers isaYimody which would restore the lawful Lberties of the Canndian people
- apd give them hick their national ‘self.respect. Putn stop to the ectivitiesof the Kellock-Taschereau Commission. Discard all its works before
Have givén tive fo'more evil and injustice.” But before the Comrhidribn. is disminsed, let Pariiament hold a public investigation of its actions
d;grdn. Let the oaths of accrecy which the Commission extorted b remitted, so that the Pacliament and people of Canade may know

one to ¢ivi} ¥ights-and established law. X - .
Tod us 30 ably through & great war for freedom. Let bistory judge
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Canedn’ idhthe world-respett yyu.‘Sfr, s the Prime Minlsteriihg
hy record of Ieadership. Do not lst it bo written in-thet ¥lnaing pages that froedom was Hetrayed. . .
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