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;' Magna Carta is the first of the great charlers of liberly which guard the freedom of all citizens of British countries.
The Canadian Mintster of Justice on May 8th told the poopls of Canada that Magna Carla, the Palition of Right, and later
charters and acts which bave extended their principlos. are part of the Constitution of Canada.

On this day. the 73]st anniversary of Magna Carta, we should remind ourselves, and our government, wha! rights
thess charlers quaranies. for in tho past year those old establishod rights have been dented Canadian citizens by order
of thelr government. What has been dones today may ha done again temorrow. .

The Guaraniees And Their Violation .

By thots chariors and by our Constitution It Is quarantesd:— lni.n:i‘.lm‘il‘f C«lmrlhx;: wur;’l‘;l:ed 02 FobruuytthIh. 1945, and [ti.rclbly dl:- .
That no man shall bo Lmprisonsd er detalned withoul being charged with wilhoul any ehargs boing made aqalnst thom to which they migh}
any offence to which ho may anawer, Iﬂl::\:tirthel:?;:;!nlg:; wore held for 17 days, lour of thex for 29 days, and
That po man shall be fmpeisonsd or dolained without cause being For thia forclle dok
shownt and thal a speclal order of the Crown 1 aignifled by the Privy of the Crows 25 .iq:m::‘g;‘&:‘;;:‘;*&:;:u?hown except a speclal order

el Tn sulficlent cause.
Couxni nel ca Durlng thelr [erdb!‘o d:srmuon. thoss beld wers lulerrogated by the
Taach Commlast Flishad

That no man shal] be mprisoned or defained withoul being hrought to police and by tho Kol iy and the
anawer by due procesa of law. ssfoguards provided by law for thoso accused of any olfence wors dented
That 1o feeman shall ba selzed or imprisoned or deptived of hia liberty thoms. Ia thiz due procoss of law?
or propoerly oxcepl by the fawiul judgrent of bia equala o7 by the bw On the baséa of thix inquisitorial p ) the C jsalon published
of the land. roporls which In etfect declarad each efihs Lhirlesn people qullty of oHences
{Frem Magma Carla and tho Petition of Right aguinst the law belore they had boon charged with any crima or had been
1215 and 1620} givan the oppariucity of an open lrial. Ix ikls due process of law?

lnd M Although one of the orders by which the government gave these extraordinary powers lo its officials

has been repealed, the Kellock-Taschereau Commission has continued to call people before it and
guestion them on matters which are now before the cour®s. The public does not Imow what use is made of statements
obtained in this high-handed manner. Is this due processiof law?

(nd Wone The Minister of Justice, in trying to jmb'filhe action of the government in taking arbitrary powers, said

on May Bth: “Thase principles resulting ffbm Magna Carta, from the Petition of Right, the Bill of Settle-
ment and the Habeas Corpus Act, are great and glorious privileges; but they are privileges which can be and which un- .
fortunately sometimes have to be interfered with by action of Parliament or action under the authority of Parliament.”

If this was intended as a statement of government policy, the people of Canada should feel profoundly alarmed. For
these are not privileges granted by an indulgent gavernment, to be withdrawn at will; they are rights won by the people
in many struggles against governments. They are safeguards established by the people to restrain governments from
acting arbitrarily, ¥ we acquicsce in the injustices committed against thirteen Canadians, we may find that our own shield .
against injustice has been destroyed. Unless the great charters give protection to all citizens, they give protection to none. .
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“For what 1s done to a:ﬂone mayhba done to evaryone; besldes being all members of one bady, one man shonld nol
suffer wrongfully but all should bo sensible and endsavor his preservation. Othopwise they give way lo an inle! of the
soa of will and power upox their laws and libertles, which are the boundaries fo keep out iyranny and oppresgion. And
who ansists nol In such cases betrays his own righta and is overun and. of a froo man made a slave when he thinin not

. of it or regards i not, and so incurs the guilt of treachery to the present and fulure generations.” -

From "The Just Delence of John Lilburne,” 1633, ..

T A CALL TO ACTION! : |
: OUR PURPOSES:— - WHAT TO DO:- | _

The Emergpucy Commiites for Civll Rights 1s acting now for the followlng purpozes: We sk our follow cltizens to take action tn support, of thess purposss: 4

(8% To conduct an educalt to 82 far a0 possible the profudice ““f), Glip thin advertisoment and bein .
it ¢ H lo tha attention of your frionda and amsaclalea.
! .um"d w" d"‘“‘dmh in the f““ 'm-g“ the Oficlal Hocrals Ret, % * Dircues It and have It end d in your or or club. You can have addl
Lo (a) By the of ibate int prior ta trialr B tiona! coples jor distribution, and coples gf our pravious alatoments, en request.
(b} By the way In which their cases have boen publidy preludged by the feo -

¢

potts of the Kellock-Tascheresn Commisslon (2). Writa to yourM.P, or Lo the Prima Mintster a1 the House of Commons. Olinwa, urq-
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f {c} By tho fact that the Commiaslon has continied to hear wl tn relation to leg rapid netion by Pasliamen) 1o.prolect clvil rights, {Last month, spokermen from
matiors now befors tha courts, saveral pariies i Patilamaant urged that n Canadian declaration of rights bo enaciod nte -
. : ‘Taw. ‘the Minlier of Veforans filiale guyae his ansurames on May 15th that the ques; RIS |
(:h}n?z;:mg:ﬁ:ﬁg:;!gx:mmd:otnknu)u!amleclwmcmx- " Mon would ba considared carefally by the gaver “21 tbe oatHoat opportarity), .
" (3% To raiss an Emargency Clvil Bights Fund for tho above purposes and for legal and (3 Lot us know that you are B ag t with us by endorsing our 5 Sand .
fechnical’ nyal whare ded . us 3 contbution today,
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MAIL THIS COUPON NOW!
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EMERGENGY COMMITTEE FOR GIVIL RIGHTS

Executive
MRS, MARGARET H. BPAULDING (Chatrman)
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