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THE METHODS OF THE
'KELLOCK-TASCHEREAU
COMMISSION

The basic righta of Canadians are endangered by the recent and continuing actions of our
Federal government and the Kelfock Taschersan Commission. The Commission does
violence to the rights of free men. Any Canadian citizen oan still be victimized by this
procedure. The methods of the Commission are not new. They were uscd against Eng-
lishmen in 1649 and egainst Canadians in 1946, The records in each case are set out below.

1649 VERSION

“THE LAWS OF ENGLARD KNOW YOU KoT”

ON Wednesday, March 28th, 1649,

berween fouror five in the morn-
ing, Licu-Col. John Lilburn end
others were arrested and taken before
the Coudcil of State to be questioned
on the autharship of a suppossdly
seditions pamphlet. Here is Lilburn's
atory of bis “cxamination by Brad-
thaw, President of the Council:

Mz, Bradshaw said to me to this
effect! "Licut.-Colonel Lilbura, this
Council judge thernselves bound 1o
demaad of you this question, whether
you made this book, or were privy to
the making of it ar no?"

'
To which I said, “I am an English-
man barn, bred and brought up, snd
England is 2,nation governed, bound-
ed and limited by laws and libertics.
And the laws and libectien of Eng-
tand arc miy inheritance and bitth-
right. And sure T am thar ne frec
man of England eught to be adjudged
for lifc, limb, liberty or estate, but by
the lawa already In being established
and declazcd.”

“And traly, Sir, if this be goud and

arders to authorize you to it here for
ech and such eads as in their orders
may be declared, but that they have
made any such votes or orders, it
Tegally unknown to me. I never 42w
them, But zdmit that the House of
Commons in good carncst have made
you a Council of State, yet I know not
what that is, because the law of Eng-
1end telhn me acthing of such a thing.
Surely if o Council of State were &
Court of Justice, the lnw would spcak
somcthing of it

“By answering thiy question against
fayself, "I should betray the libertics
of England in acknowledging you to
have & legal juritdiction over me, to
try and edfudge me, which I have
wlrcady proved to your faces you have
ot in the lesit; end if you have for-
gatten what you 1aid to me thereapon,
yet T have nar forgotten what I said
™ you. :

And secondly, Sir, if I should answer
to questions against myself, and to be-
tray myself, I should do that which
not only law, but nature, abhors. Aad

sound legal d Cas bhtedly
it iy, or else your own declarations are
false and lies}, T wonder what you
Genglemen are. For the deelared and
known‘laws of England know you
rot, nejther by names, nor qualifica-
tions, as persoma endowed with any
povwrer either to imprivon or fry me,
or the meaneat free man of England,
And truly, wére it not that I know the
faces of divers of you, and honour the
perons of some of you, I should won-

% ’dg;“%vhkt‘yo\l-qe. or befare whom I
] T

“Mr. Bradshaw, it may be the Honse
of Commons has passed some votes ar

fore, T cannpt but wonder that’
you yourselves are not ashamed to de-
mand sa itlegal and uaworthy a thing
of me s thivis,

N

“Ahd, in short, were it that I owned

¢ power (which I do not in the
least), T would be hanged, before I
would do 3o base, and un-English-
man-like an action, to beteay my Lib-
erty, which I must of necensity do, in
wnewering quettions to aecuse mykelf.?

From “The Ploters of ike Daxnell of
Brafte* written $n April, 1afe. by
LdextoUol. John Eifkxrw, iXen @ gris
onar in Ihe-Lorer of Londan,
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O N Fridey, February 15th, 1946,

at zbout six in the merning, thir-
teen Canadians were taken info cus-
tndg and questioned, [irst by the
R.CM.P. and then by the Kellock-
Taschereau Commistion, in refation
to alleged hreaches of the Official
Secrews Act. Here zre accounts of
their detention, written by two of
those detained:

“T have bren held nearly four weeka
in this improvised {ail without asy
charge being l12id againgt me and
without being allowed to consult
counsel. T have been refused accens
§ 1 the ordec-in-council under which
T was srrested, and even to the terms
of reference of the roysl T

1946 YERSION——

‘“WHILE THERE IS STILL TIME™

“it May Sound Faatastic™ . . -
"Since February 15th, 1946, | have
been held a prisoner by the R.C.M.F,
at their barracks at Rockeliffe, Oa-
tario, by an order sigaed by the Min-
ister of Justice, the Honourable Louis
8t Laurent,

It mzy sound fantastic but I have
1o tell you that no charges have been
1aid agzinet me and that [ was given
10 understand that my stabue was #1ill
that of a prioner held wt the
pleasure of the Minister of Justice,
for an indefinite period of tme and

which I xm told has besn appointéd
to inveatigate & “plot” the details pf
which have been withheld from me.
I am not elfowed to see any newp-
papess,
“F have been told thet ¥ owas arreargd
under ‘an order-in-council coverifg
persans ‘reasonably suspected of com-
municating with an agent of a foreign
power'. have not even been to
whether I am suspected, or whether
a charge will be placed against me.
But I am certainly not being treated
a8 innocent {(which I am} wunnl
proven guilty,
8ir, I want freedom of speech, or
spcedy, fair trizl.  But not any mo
than every Cunudian citlzen neeg
these basic righs. The peoplo d
Canada can do without my freedot
of trial, but they cannot dispense wit
Bssurances of their own freedom fro
illegal arcest and derention.
“Fortunately, it is not yot given
moit people to suffer illegal arrg
and imgruunment. But I feel boun|
while there is still time to warn every
one of their insecurity. I have ted
injustice—and it wocke Let no on
say: “They can't do it te-me.” The
. g2 They have dong it There is
: that ‘they’ will not do
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with sheolutely no civil or legal _
rights other than those specifically
granted by the Minister of Juatice,

I atill do not know which rights; if
aay, the Minister of Justice ha
grinted 1o me.

“For the past five weeks 1 have been
held in {selated imprisonment, denied
access to begal counnel, o newipapers,
in short, cut off frem the outtide
world.

1 have written twice to the Minister

of Justice jn protest sgainat this
Bawille-like impcironment.  Hia re-
plies referred to some Royal Com-
missien but made no change in the
incredible situation in which I find
myself. They have in effect merely
confirmed  that the  Minister of
Justice i3 fully sware of the condi-
tions of my imprisonment.

“Thi impritonment is a tercible in-
Justice to me and I chargo the Min- -
ister of Justice with using hiv
authority in 2 way whith sets up
dzngerous ' prededent, one which
should alaem every Canadion citizen, o

’
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{a} By the manner of their interrogation prior to trial.

(b) By.the way in which their cases have been publicly prcjud_lcea

(e} By the fact that. the Commission has continued to heqr witdes

+(2} To set forth the basic eivil rig:hm of Canadians and to take yleps :_b,‘pi&cct every Canadian from the arbitrary
' (3) To set up an EMERGENCY CIVIL RIGHTS FUND lor the
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We feel that there areipther Canadians who 2e¢ dhyurbed - E‘d“ﬁn ika by the actions of the Federal Govery

1 w08 to cxpress their sufport of our porposes, both by en. .

Kellock-Taschereau i
« dersing this statement and by contribyting to the fundy of;

Commigsion, and we*apperl to thes

:ﬁ%;judice caused the defendants in th
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By the 'E‘im:lin'gs of the"Kellock-Taschereau
s:th selation to mattess now before Q1e cgpris,
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siirpotes and for legal and technical

rgency Committee for Civil Rights.
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suapension of these rights.
amsistance where needed,
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