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Fsbruary 15, 1947

Dear Sir,

We are enclosing herewith copy of a lebter sent
by the Civil Rights Union to the Right Honourable,
the Minister of Justice, In his acknowledgment of
Ysbruary 11th, ir,. Ilsley stated that he would
see that our representations were discussed with
his colleagues abt the sarliest opportunity.

We would like to urge you to support the suggestions
m2.8e in our letter to th: Minister and in particular
to support our requsst for a Parllamentary Committee
on civil rights. .

Yours very truly,

QBM:dh C.B. Macpherson
BNg. , acting Chairman

{. usst -és,sioa.)f
NG2¢-L vi]  1n cunede



February 5, 1947

kt. Hon. J.L. Ilsley, P.G,,
kinister of Justice,

House of Commons,

Ottawa, Canada.

Doar Mr, Ilsley:

The announcement, in the speech from ths throne,
that the Government is recommending the appoint-
ment of a select committee to consider and report
upon "the questions of human rizhts and fundamental
frecdoms and the mannsr in which those obligations
aceeptet by all members of the United Nations may
best be implemented” is gratifying to those who are
concerned about civil liberties in Canada, We have
already sent you (by telszram on January 29th) the
text of a rosolution passed at a public meeting

in Toronto on Janumary 27th sponsored jointly by the
Civil Rights Union and the Toronto Uivil Libertiecs
hgsociation, urging that a Parliamentary Committeo
be set up "to investigete violations of civil rights
in Canada, to hsar representations from individuals
and organizations on means of preventing future vio-
lations, and to meke recommendations for a Cznadian
Bili of Rights',

We assums that the Parliamsntary Commitbee which is
to be set up will consider the proposals for a Bill
of Rights which have been and arc to be made from
various quarters in Porliamcnt and outside.

We wish now to cmphasize our view that the Porlismen-
tary Committee should, as a basis for its consideration
of Caznadian c¢ivil rights and fresdoms, investigate the
apparent violations of fundamental civil rights which
have taken place recently in C..nada.

We believe that it is necessary to consider not only
broad questions of human rights and fundamental
frsedoms and methods of implementing our United Nations
obligations, but also, more goncretely, methods of
making securs in Cunada those civil libertics which
avents of the past yecar have shown to be inadequately
protucted. It is our view, which we hope that you and
your colleagues will share, that adeguate measurss for
the securing of Cunadian ¢ivil rights can only result
from a study of ths Canadian problem, including an
cxamnination of what are widely believed to have been
fundamsntal violations of Cenadian eivil rights since
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the ond of the war, This study should bte made a primary re-~
sponsibility of the Porliancntary Committes.

spseifieally we believe that the Committee should be asked
to investigate:

(1) The methods of the #.C.M.P. in ths espionage
investigation;

(2) The conduct of the K:llock-Tascherceuw Gom-
migssion;

{5} The desirability of amending the Official
Scerets kot to renmove some of the prosumptions
of guilt containsd in it; and

{¢) The rolation of thesc gusstions to the need
for a Bill of Rights for U.radians.

spart from thess investigations, thers ars certain rclated
metters whiech we belisvve should receive your attention as
Minister of Justice. On thess we feel that the Department
or the Govoernment shouléd act without delay in order to
corruot manifest injustices which have resulted fron recent
abrogations of eivil rights. Spucifically we believe that
the following actions arc noeded:

(1) The rvports of the K.llock-Tascherceu Cone-
nisgion showld he withdrawn!from circulation:

(2) Compunsation should be offers.d thosc pursons
found guilty in the reports but scquittcéd in
court; and
{¢) COurtain individual cases should be reviewed.
Our comments on these three ant tho above four points follow.
L. Quostions in regard to which irnmsdiate action is sought.,

1. CIRCULATION OF THi COMMISSION RAPOATS

We urge that the reports of the K.llock-Taschercau
Commission be withdrawn from circulation. Without

entering into a detailed oriticism of the reports,
WG can sum up our position as follows:

2. Tiae reports went beyond the terms of rufercnce of

the Commissionsrs. They contain distortion of fact,

and relevant evidence is suppressel. (See various

Civil Rights bullctins, snclosed). They were not documsnts
worthy of publication by the CGovsrnmsnt of Canada.
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1, SIRCULATION OF THs COMMIOSION REPOATS {cont'a.)

b. Such reports, which found persons guilty in ad-
vance of trials, should nover havoe been distributed
while the cases wors before the courts, The Cistri-
bution appscars to be in contradiction of the statement
by the Primeliinistoer on February 15th, 1946, when ha
urget eoution and ressrve on the grounds that the
cascs Wwers subjudice,

. It is unfair to econtinue to circulate a Cocumcnt

in which six persons since aogquitted in opon court, aro
Genouncsd as guilty. The final report also contains
attecks on or findings against a numbor of persons not
charged in court and ageinst whom in nost casos no
chargss could be made,

2. COMPENSATION TO THOSE ACQUITTS

The Government, by publishing the reports of tho
Killock-Tasshersau Commission, in offuet undorwrote
the guilt of thosce dealared guilty in the ruports.
The final riport ceclarcs that 'whatever the view
taken in the courts the fintings of the Commission...
are not affceted and remain valid". This guarantces of
gullt has been broken by tho acquittal to date of six
of those found guilty in the rsport. They have been
put to hecavy lugel CXpensd, suffercd severe damage to
roputation, and in sone cases 1ost their jobs, Thure
is an cquitable and moral obligation on the part of
the Governnunt to compsnsate thusc people for luga
costs onl Gomages 6o reputation. Tiose who wers Govern-
ment enployces should, in addition, recsive back pay
ant be reinstated in shploynent.

Se CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL UASES

Csrtain eases should be reviewed at once with 2 view to
recloasing some individuals and roCucing the sentonces
of othurs.

2+ The Willsher Cnse

There is no evidenco (cxeopt the assertion of Gouzenko)
that this woman is ths sgsnt TLLI. Gouzenko's assertion
is contradictcd by the faet that Miss Willsher had no
a2sceess to the doouments eru@ited to ELLI, ausms is not
the agunt LRNST, :@nd the conversations botween Alams and
kiss Willsher have beun ¢xplained to 2 jury, who agcopted
the uxplanation, This woman appcars to be the vietim of
police intimidation (sce p. 255 of the final report: ¥I
know I van be shos quite casily."). She shoulé be released
ant reeelive gomponsation forp the.way in which she has
been treated,
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d. CSRTAIN INDIVIDULL CASES  {(cont'u,.)
b

. Tus Rose Ceose

Public concern has been shown about the conduet of
the Rose trial., Lhargss have been nmade that he was
treated in a discriminatory way pending his appaal.
Wie have proviously protestsd@ the deniel of bail, g
urge that s sclect cormittees of the House of Conmons
be set up to hear r, Rose in person or with counsel
on tho subjeet of his treatment.

¢. The Mozerall Vasc

E.W. Mazerall was convietel on the basis of staterents
nmade by him to the police and to the Vomnission. He

was not warnsd by the police. The statemsnts wers not
voluntary. The Courts have feclarcd thess statensnts
aGrissible, since ths accused ¢id not know of and hence
Gi¢ not esk for the protcection of the Uenada —vifance
&ct, Thue Canadian Bar sssociation has since recommended
that the Canada dvifence 2ct be amended to make the pro-
tection of the act automatic. wg support this recommen-
dation. W¢ also urge that clemency be sxtended o Mazsrall.
Hs is serving & prison term on the basgsis of a provision
of the law of svidence which the C-nadian Bar Association
feels in the interost of justice should be changed.

d. he Woikin Casec

On the advice of counsel Mrs, Woikin entered a plea of
guilty anc was sentenced to two and a half yuars in
penitentiary. aftsr that her original sentence was in-
crsased by six nonths for contenpt of court. It is Coubt-
ful if the contenpt sentence is valid., It should be made
c¢lear that she is serving the original scentence only. It
would be appropriate to review her sentince in the light
of the¢ fact that her convietion was only possiblec becawse
of answers sxtracted from her by the police which led to
her subseguent guilty plsa,. The same consiceration as

in the Mezsrall case arc applicable haere. :

¢. Other cascs, now on appeal, may be the subjeot of later

represcentations to youw, i

B, Qxestion§ in regard to which investigation by the Pnrlia-
nentary Lonnittse is nocdsé,

L. METHODS OF TH& R.C.M.P.

The Porliamentary Gommittee should be dircebed to examins
the confuct of the intorrogation of those dotained at
Rockeliffo under P.C, 6444, Wo suggest that the X,C.M.P.
interrogation was 1llugal. Whsn those dotained wers taken
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1. MITHODS OF THE R.C.M.P. (cont'u.)

into custody it was known that charges would probably

be laid against them. They wer: not warned by ths police.
Individuals appear to have becn bluffed, cajolsd and
frightened into making statemcnts. We would call to your
attention reecent comments on police methods by the Onterio
Court of appcal in the Scars and Dick cases. It has bean
stated in court that extrenc political and rasial bias

was shown by the c¢xamining officers of the speceial branch
of the K.C.M.P. in the cspionage cascsa

2. [THs CONDUCT OF THE KGLLOCK TASCHOHELAU GOMMISSION

The Purlianuntary vomnittee shouwld be uirseted fo examinae
the conduct of thu Kullock-Taschersau Cummission. we have
urged befors that it was unnceessary to set up a Royal
Commission to do a police job, and a job that had alrwiy
been done by the R.C,M,P, There is no Cenadian pracedent
and no authority for the setting up of a Royal Uommission
to sit in secret. Thers does not seom to be any authority
for the action of the Commission in swearing witnssses to
seorecy. Tae Uomnmission refused to advisc witnssses as to
their rights, sven whoen reguested to do so. In [zany cases
the Commission rcefused sccess to counsecl at a time when
the Commissioncrs well know that charges would be preferred
against the person asking counsel. The Lommissionsrs showed
strong political bhias and prejudics, and by the procsidurs
they aldopted they unfairly hanticappcd the Cefence of the
agecuscd,

3., THE OPFICIAL SECRUTS «CT

He urge that the Perliangntary Committee examine the Official
Storsts act with a view to clarifying a numnbter of points

and in particular to removing the waighty and objectionahle
prosumptions of guilt contained in it,

4, A BILL OF HIGHTS FOR C.LNaDIANS

We belisve that the ovents of 1946 clearly indicate the necd
for the re-affirmation of the rights of Canadians, Tuis is
par ticularly appropriate at a time whoen interest in the
rights ané responsibilitics of Ugnnadian citizons is high,
Such a bill can only be satisfactory if it is preceded by
wide public discussion in which indivicdusls and organizations
can cffcctivaly take part. We therefore urge that iho torms
of reference of the Purliamentary vommittee include consider-
ation of a Cwunadian Bill of iights and that ths Commitics be
enabled to hsar representations on that question as well 2zs
on the speocific points which we have suggested are necessary
prelinminaries to the consideration of a Crnadian Bill of Rizhts.

Yours very truly,

MHS tah (Mrs,) Margaret H, Spavléine

Chairman.
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/0 The _Sécretm‘y,
MISS5 DOROTHY HENDERSGN,

303 LONSDALE ROAD,
TORONTOQ 12, ONTARIO.

COFY FOR:
The Minister of External Affairs

November 28, 1947

The Right Hon. J.L. Ilsley, K.C., M.P.,
Minister of Justioce,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear ir, Ilsley:

A recent issue of the "Toronto Daily Starm
carried a story date~lined Ottawa, November
24th, in regard to the making of & £ilm,
"fhe Iron Curtain", based on the espionage

trials. The story contalns the following
statement: )

"It was learned here that 20th Century-
Fox has obtained permission from the
Justice department to mske both interior
and exterior scenes at the Hockeliffe
barracks of the R.C.M.P."

In our view, any f£ilm of the type projected

in regard to the espionage investigation would
merely perpetuate the series of Injustices

sgainst which we have previously protested,

and we vigorously protest sgainst any co-opsration
by your Department wilth the mekers of this film,

Very truly yours, .

(Mrs.) Margaret H. Spaulding
Chairman,



