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CANADA'S 'SPY RING' STORY

(Feb, 28 - March 4, 1946)
NEWS TREATMENT

References to the 5Py scare wero almost non-existent in news columns over
the week-cnd, Only the Daily Worker and N,¥Y, Journal-Amorican stiil evidenced
interest., The former ran a Mol Colby story whose five-column heading revealed
its main contents - "Ganada Spy scarc masks drive on eivil rights and labor",
The Hearst paper carricd a bricf AP story on papc two of Sunday's cdition,
predicting an important announcoment today,

EDITORIAL COMMENT

Seattered rofrrenees continug to appear. The Daily Viorker pursucd its
campaign with a cartoon showing high-hatted "imperialism! brandishing the fear-
some bogey of an "anti-Sovict.spy scara" on the end of a stick. Philadclphis
Record, at the othor cxtremo, cartooncd Russia as the "bear who' came to dinncr
complains about the food", and dorided Moscow's angry retort to the Spy in-
vestigation, From its convietion that this demonstrated undisputably that
"dissolution of the Comintcrn in 1943 wos o gigontic hoax" the Rocord drcw
courcece to demand a swift clamping down on U,S, Communists as foreign agents,

From a morc balanced viewpoint, the Washington Post prosents the casce as
a sort of moral confliet botweon mossures necessery for national sceurity and
the prescervation of eivil libertics, Harglv surpriscd that Russia would be
after the atomic bomb scerots, the Post 3ismisscd this roevelation as unimportant.,
The "really disturbing implication" in ‘the casc, however, was the disclosurc
that Canadian officials in high places "werc willing to diselosc importaht
statc scercts to tho agents of a foreign power". "For it is an implicit con-
fession that the Canndian government is no longer surc of tha loyalty of its
most trusted civil servents,! But even if the gravity of the ecasc was such
as the governmentt's actions implicd, the Post was not sure that the sacrificc
of eivil libertics was Justificds "The quéstion is not merely whoether governe
nents, when they profess to he no longer able to trust their own cmployces,
'should bc given cxtraconstitutional rowers of scarch, scizurc, also imprison~
mont, but also whother we darc, cven for the sake of keeping our scercts, trust
any government with such powcrs,." ’

Raymond Moley and Peter Edson both urged morc cffeetive counter-cspionagc
as a praetical measurc, while Moley at least depended on intoernational ecooper-
ation to climinate gradually the neeessity for scercey and spying,

Meentime the attack on Gen, Groves, personally and hecause of his mili~-
taristie outlook on atomie cnergy control, spread to Marquis Childs, Major
Eliot, as the fear gained ground that the MaecMaohon bill for eivilian control
was losing adhcrents,
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